Für. 


OCTAGON 


A Journal of The ce American Institute of Architects 


Che Presidents Message 
Meeting of Ghe Board of Directors 
Publication of Architects’ Works With Advertisements 
Rules of Ghe Board—Interpreting Ghe Standards of Practice 
Fees for Landscape Architects’ Services 
With the Chapters—Index for 1940 


DECEMBER 


1940 Number 12 


THE OCTAGON 


A Journal of The American Institute of Architects 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 


THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
Executive and Publication Offices, The Octagon, 1741 New York Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


The President’s Message 


“] have finished another year,” said God, 
In gray, green, white and brown; 
I have strewn the leaf upon the sod, 
Sealed up the worm within the clod, 
And let the last sun down. 


He sank to raptness as of yore, 
And opening New Year’s Day 
Wove it by rote as theretofore, 
And went on working evermore 
In his unweeting way. 
Thomas Hardy. 


EGULARLY at stated times it is the custom 

of men to review what has happened to 

them, to take stock of their resources, and to envi- 

sion and plan for the future as it is given them 
to understand it. 

Some peoples, like the Chinese, make it the occa- 
sion to pay what they owe in order that they shall 
start their New Year free from debt and worries. 
We have been brought up under a different philos- 
ophy. We are led to live beyond our immediate 
resources and are placed beyond the pale if we renege 
our debts. That inhibition, however, does not seem 
to be taken very seriously by governments. 

During the last decade we have had a severe 
lesson as to what happens when we are suddenly 
called on to pay what we owe and cannot do so. 
We lost our patrimonies, goods, and in many cases 
our livings, because of the burden of our obliga- 
tions. As a people we seem to have forgotten all 
that, for today we are burdening ourselves again 
with constantly increasing indebtedness; our mer- 
chants, our producers, and even our government, 
have allured us into assuming liabilities that we 
can not afford. We can undertake to carry them 


only because government is assuming increasingly 
the responsibility of keeping us when we are unem- 
ployed and when we retire from all work. 

The process intrigues the multitude, although it 
is changing our whole philosophy of living and the 
course of our democracy. 

Architects are well-educated, able men of affairs; 
intelligent perhaps beyond most of their fellows. 
They are thinkers, and of all men should discern 
the changing society and processes of government. 
Essentially planners, they know that good planning 
is based on knowledge of what has been done before, 
and so should be able to distinguish and benefit 
better than most from the lessons of the past. They 
went through the fearful experiences of the war 
that closed in 1918 and through its no less fearful 
aftermath. What has our profession learned there- 
from? 

From its beginning the profession of architecture 
has been changing its methods of practice to meet 
the changes that time brings in the progress and 
growth of a country or a civilization, through the 
influx of new ideas and advancement in scientific 
and technological matters. This mobility has been 
true of all professions and institutions that have 
survived, for without such changes they would not 
be living forces. For the most part, such changes 
come about so gradually during the lifetime of any 
man that they are almost imperceptible until the 
current methods of practice are compared with those 
of a previous period. Every architect with a rea- 
sonably long period of experience behind him who 
looks back upon his practice realizes the difference in 
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the services he now must render and those he 
rendered when he began his practice. 

Such evolutionary growth is normal growth and, 
while individuals may have lagged, the profession 
as a whole has maintained its awareness of the 
necessity for rendering increased services. To effect 
increasingly higher standards of practice, it has been 
instrumental in expanding the curricula of schools 
of architecture and the enactment of registration 
laws. It has recognized and collaborated with the 
new branches of the engineering professions which 
have grown out of new technical discoveries and 
methods. It has continuously urged its members to 
render ever-more competent and comprehensive serv- 
ices to their clients and to society. That the profes- 
sion is meeting the challenge is evidenced by the fact 
that its members have successfully maintained their 
position in private practice as successful designers 
of buildings, as directors of construction, and as 
coordinators of the other professions collaborating 
in such work. 

Occasionally sudden upheavals in the economic 
and social structure of a country or civilization 
occur, which in a short period of time bring about 
results that otherwise would be reached only through 
a long steady evolution or recession. Seldom, if ever 
before, have there been social, scientific, and eco- 
nomic upheavals so fundamentally affecting human 
beings and their relations as those that have taken 
place within the last decade and that are taking 
place today. 

Without doubt there is a universal trend to cen- 
tralizations of functions. Governmental agencies 
and the large corporations are endeavoring to em- 
brace more and more the functions of those who 
practice the professions and of those who produce 
and handle the products of commerce. The pro- 
fessions particularly have suffered severely from this 
pressure and in the case of at least two of the plan- 
ning professions more than half of their members 
are employed in government bureaus. The bureaus 
become a means of livelihood and offer financial 
security in a regular pay check which it is hoped 
will continue after retirement. Once a member of 
the profession gives up his private practice to be 
engulfed in a government bureau he generally finds 
he has relinquished returning to private practice. 
With divided interests, his loyalty must first be to 
the bureau that supports him. 
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This indicates a problem that the profession is 
faced with today. Is it going to sit idly by and 
see the planning bureaus of governments, of cor- 
porations, of engineer-contractors, and of speculative 
builders change the status of its private practitioners 
to that of bureau employees? Undoubtedly the 
services of the architect are of greater benefit to 
society when the services are rendered by those in 
independent practice rather than by those bound by 
bureau standards. Is it not the duty of the profes- 
sion to fight with all its strength against being 
engulfed by those bureaus? The bureaus have their 
legitimate functions that in no way should infringe 
on the private practices of our architects. 

What is before us no one knows, but whatever 
comes our profession will meet it courageously and 
aggressively. It has always done that and won 
through, and it will not do less hereafter, though 
we must all understand that its prerogatives and 
the value of its services must be pressed insistantly 
and incessantly. 

As business and professional conditions change, we 
must modify our methods and procedure to meet 
them and we should do that quickly and not wait for 
slow evolution. Perhaps we cannot go on as indi- 
vidualistically as we have, for the circumstances of 
building and the complications of planning and of 
materials and of structure have grown beyond the 
capacity of any individual. Collaboration is before 
us. Even now we recognize that competent plan- 
ning of buildings can be achieved only through an 
efficient collaboration of architects, engineers, and 
landscape architects. Even now client corporations, 
because of the interest of their various directors in 
different architects, are compelling those architects 
to pool their resources and become collaborators and 
associates on the corporation buildings. 

What is the profession going to offer to meet the 
increasing facilities offered by engineer-contractors 
and the speculative builders? Its members can no 
longer count on commissions coming to their doors 
because they are good designers. They must search 
out opportunities to perform their services and, more 
than has been their custom, will have to offer better 
design, supplemented by more comprehensive, com- 
petent, and effective advice and counsel on matters 
concerning the building projects. 

These fundamental questions are facing our pro- 
fession at the close of this year 1940. The questions 
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must be answered. We cannot continue to be a 
profession of independent practitioners nor can we 
do anything effectively that will maintain our status 
as such, unless as a whole we really want to remain 
independent practitioners hard enough to be willing 
to work as a unit and one mind to that end. Every 
moment we delay our decision weakens our position. 
If at the end of 1941 we do not show a greater unity 
as a profession and a greater effectiveness in having 
met these fundamental problems than we did at the 
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beginning of the year, we shall not have progressed. 


Another year has passed and again it is my happy 
privilege to wish every member of the profession a 
Merry Christmas and join with you in the hope 
that during the New Year to come we will make 
our profession an even more gifted and essential 
one than it is now. 


Epwin BercstTrom. 


Meeting of The Board of Directors 


HE Board of Directors held its semi-annual 
meeting on December 9th, 10th and 11th at 
The Octagon in Washington, D. C. All members 
of The Board were present except Gordon B. Kauf- 
mann, of the Sierra-Nevada District, who was ill. 
Each Regional Director reported the conditions 
of the profession within his district. Each report 
indicated the extent of the architectural work and 
the principal activities of the chapters in the dis- 
tricts. The State Association Director reported 
similarly for the State Association members of The 
Institute. Taken together, the reports gave a com- 
prehensive picture of the state of the profession and 
the building industry throughout the country. 

The Directors found the matter of greatest inter- 
est to the architects was their participation, or non- 
participation, in the national defense construction 
program. ‘They found a distinct slowing down of 
private work except in the States along the Atlantic 
Coast south of Maryland and over into Alabama 
and Georgia. The architects of that portion of the 
South were well-occupied with private business. 
The reports of the predecessor director of this Dis- 
trict also had indicated there was a continuing indus- 
trial expansion in those states, calling for the 
planning of factories, homes, stores and all kinds of 
buildings needed in growing communities. 

The chairmen of the 34 Institute committees 
reported to The Board outlining the measures which 
the committees were taking to carry out the duties 
assigned them. (The duties of these committees 
and the list of their members are set out in the 
October ANNUARY, pages 12 to 22). These duties 
indicate the wide scope of The Institute’s commit- 
tee work, and the perusal of the committees will 


show that when the activities of several committees 
seem to point to a common objective, the chairmen 
of those committees are brought together in a group, 
to coordinate the conclusions of the individual com- 
mittees. 

The chairmen's reports were well presented and 
indicated that the reports of the committee activities 
to The Board and the 1941 Convention will be 
interesting and constructive. 


It is well to call attention to two or three sig- 
nificant excerpts from the Committee reports. 

“A prize competition has been initiated with 
the aid of the Atlantic Monthly, for an article 
to be published therein concerning the ‘Fine Arts 
of America’. Notice of the contest has been pub- 
lished in the December number of the magazine and 
the hope was expressed that the article could be 
published in the June 1941 issue. Other interesting 
projects and objectives are being investigated and 
developed.” (Committee on Education) 


DARA 


“There seems to be a general effort 
find some common basis for future action in regard 
to general training of men preparing for practice, 
and to coordinate the program of education, prac- 
tical experience, board examinations and admission 
to practice. 

“For instance, 1 cannot see what good it would 
do to set up any training program of potential merit 
unless we could, at the same time set up examina- 
tions to determine the result of that particular pro- 
gram.” (Committee on Registration) 

“Present conditions have raised doubts about many 
long established customs and habits of thought. Ex- 
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amination often discloses that there is actually 
nothing sacred about some of them. This is an age 
when ever-increasing service is demanded. Does 
the professional character of the architect as it has 
come to be accepted separate him too much from 
the operation of building? When and why did 
separation of architect, engineer and builder occur? 
Were not the architects of the Pyramids, the Par- 
thenon, the Pantheon, Chartres, and St. Peter’s 
engineers and builders as well? 

building too complex to combine all the functions 
under one head or does it demand the efficiency of 
a unified organization? ‘These are some of the 
questions concerning the fundamentals of Architec- 
tural Services which seem timely, and are suggested 
for study.” (Committee on Architectural Services) 

“Our logic does not convince the authorities of 
this continuing administration that we are essential 
in the development of government architecture. 
This may be in part because of the failure of many 
in the profession to measure up to required stand- 
ards in the past, but it is undoubtedly also because 
we have in the government today, bureaus which 
have grown to such size that they must now justify 
their existence and they resort to such means as 
are necessary to perpetuate themselves. 

It is recognized that the government agencies 
performing the services of the architect and engineer 
are here to stay, with or without limitation, and 
that they perform a valuable service that cannot be 
entirely replaced by the architects in private prac- 
tice. It is the appalling rate at which the bureaus 
increase their capacity, and their assumption that 
they are best qualified to do all manner of work, 
that brings one to the realization that unless some 
positive action is taken by the professions, many 
of us will be faced with the necessity of becoming 
government employees if we are to survive as pro- 
fessional men.” (Committee on Federal Public 
W orks) 


“Another experiment (is) being carried on in 
Utah which will furnish some basis for a report 
beneficial to the entire profession 
the profession has selected an architectural contract 
relations committee to deal with a certain semi- 
public (corporate) body and to regulate in the 
interests of the profession and not in the interests 
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of any individual architect. The corporation herein 
referred to has been doing business over a period 
of years with some thirty-five architects. It has 
found less than one-fifth of this number rendering 
adequate and competent service. The committee on 
contract relations has been assigned the responsi- 
bility by the profession and by the corporation of 
seeing to it that adequate compensation is provided, 
that proper service is rendered therefor, and that 
no pressure be exerted to defend any individual prac- 
titioner whose services are sub-standard. It is most 
gratifying to know the beneficial results to the 
corporation and to the profession. After more than 
a year of active service with this committee, a very 
definite appreciation on the part of the corporation 
for professional service has developed.” (Commit- 
tee on State and Municipal Public W orks) 


“To what degree is an architect justified in assum- 
ing responsibilities for which he is well trained and 
in which he may provide a valuable contribution to 
the profession and to society, responsibilities 

though architectural knowledge and 
training may permit them to be discharged with the 
best results. responsibilities in other words, in the 
construction, production and industrial research 
fields? Is a high minded, thoroughly ethical (in 
the broad sense) architect required to sever his con- 
nection with, and lose the benefits and companion- 
ship of, the architectural profession because he finds 
his greatest opportunity for service in that direction? 
The engineers do not discredit such departures from 
strict professional practice. Are we ready 
and willing to accept these broader relationships as 
legitimate outlets for architectural endeavor? We 
accept and honor with Fellowship architects who 
have entered the fields of journalism and branches 
of Governmental service which are not too closely 
connected with the practice of architecture. What 
logic determines the lines of demarkation between 
the sheep and the goats?” (Committee on Fields 
of Practice) 


“Architects in general have been too engrossed 
in their own immediate problems to interest them- 
selves or to give time and effort to public affairs. 
Thus, the reaction of the general public is to con- 
sign architects to the limited field to which they have 
limited themselves. 
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“Serving as members of public boards, etc., has 
been done more by other professions than by ours. 
Such services may not bring in monetary returns to 
the architect, but they must surely engender in the 
public a respect both for the architect himself and 
for the profession. 

“The architect who will contribute time and effort 
to civic affairs, to general educational problems, 
to the advancement of the arts, and who keeps 
abreast of the changing conditions of the times and 
adapts himself to them for the benefit of the com- 
munity in which he lives, must eventually strengthen 
his own position in society, and bring to society a 
knowledge and appreciation of the architect as a 
man of character, vision, judgment and practical 
ability.” (Committee on The Profession and Society) 


“The Institute cannot ignore, without serious 
challenge to its leadership, the composite price struc- 
ture of building operations.” (Committee on Build- 
ing Costs) 


The Judiciary Committee, the Committees on 
Professional Practices, Architectural Competitions, 
By-laws, and Endowments act on and report only 
when specific matters are referred to them. 

The Committee on Subscriptions for The Octa- 
gon—Historic Monument has not solicited the sub- 
scriptions for repairs it was authorized to, because 
of the many requests to the profession for more 
acutely needed financial help. 


Important actions of The Board were as follows: 

(1) The Board adopted a Statement setting forth 
The Institute’s position concerning the publication 
of illustrations and descriptions of members’ works 
in monographs supported by advertising. 

(The Statement is on page 9 of this OCTAGON.) 


(2) The Board adopted several interpretations of 
the Standards of Practice. 

These interpretations, together with the partic- 
ular provisions of the Standards to which they refer, 
are published in this issue of THe OcracoN and 
will be published with The Standards of Practice. 
Other interpretations as made from time to time by 
The Board likewise will be published to the members. 

The interpretations currently made are restate- 
ments of decisions heretofore made in connection 
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with the former Canon of Ethics and the Principles 
of Professional Practice. 


(3) The Board reiterated its policy of encourag- 
ing continued collaborative efforts with other plan- 
ning professions, to be particularly directed at 
present to problems in connection with the planning 
of national defense housing, of War and Navy can- 
tonments, bases, centers, and air service stations. 

The Board is convinced of the great value of col- 
laboration by the planning professions and desires 
to develop the collaboration to the fullest extent 
possible without relinquishing any prerogatives of 
the individual professions. 

In connection with this collaborative effort, The 
Board approved a Statement setting out the collab- 
orative and the individual responsibilities of the pro- 
fessions joining in collaborative contracts for defense 
housing projects, and it is expected the other pro- 
fessions will also adopt it. The Statement will be 
an important document wherever the professions join 
in any collaborate work on any building project, and 
will go a long ways to clear overlapping of respon- 
sibilities. 


(4) The Board authorized action on the request 
of the Administrator of the United States Housing 
Authority. The Administrator asked for joint com- 
mittees of architects, engineers and landscape archi- 
tects to confer with him, to the end (a) that a form 
of contract and schedule of fees be agreed on for 
defense housing projects to come under the juris- 
diction of the Authority and (b) that the contract 
and schedule of fees used by the Authority during 
1940 in connection with USHA-aided slum clear- 
ance projects be reviewed and modified. 

The Board approved holding joint conferences for 
the purpose and appointed Walter R. MacCornack, 
Vice-President ; Charles T. Ingham, Secretary ; John 
R. Fugard, Treasurer; Regional Director Purves; 
Roy F. Larson, Chairman of the Committee on Fed- 
eral Public Works; and former director Gerrit J. 
deGelleke, to represent the architects on the joint 
committee. 

The above named members, except Mr. Larson 
who was not present, had a preliminary conference 
with the Administrator while The Board was meet- 
ing, and on the day following The Board meeting 
held an all-day meeting with three representatives 
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of the American Society of Civil Engineers, three 
members of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects, and the executive secretary of the Amer- 
ican Engineering Council, who represented tempor- 
arily the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

The joint committee developed the willingness of 
the societies to confer jointly in the matters requested 
by the Administrator, and requested a subcommittee, 
consisting of Charles T. Ingham, Walter E. Jessup, 
M.X. Wilberding, and A. D. Taylor, representing 
respectively The American Institute of Architects, 
the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Amer- 
ican Society of Landscape Architects, to develop and 
report back to the joint committee as soon as it could 
a form of cost-plus-fixed-fee contract for defense 
housing projects only, based on the form of such 
contract already submitted to the Federal Works 
Administrator. 


(5) The Board approved the development, under 
Vice-President Walter R. MacCornack, of a “Pro- 
posal to Correlate the Work of All Committees in 
any way Related to the Building Industry and to 
Formulate a Long Range Policy with Respect to the 
Rehabilitation of Cities.” 

The proposal, as presented by the Vice-President, 
was as follows: 

“It is recommended that the local Chapters of 
The Institute should take the leadership in organiz- 
ing private property interests in their respective com- 
munities for the purpose of making a study of the 
cities’ needs and preparing recommendations for a 
long-range program of city rebuilding. This organi- 
zation should be non-political and independent of 
city governments. It should be made up of banking 
and insurance interests, Chambers of Commerce, 
real estate boards, apartment house owners associa- 
tions, utility companies, transportation companies, 
universities, manufacturers associations, neighbor- 
hood associations, engineering societies, and the local 
chapter of The American Institute of Architects. 

“This group would not prepare a city plan, but 
would be interested in analyzing the data and mate- 
rial already in existence to prepare a general over- 
all plan for action which would result in the build- 
ing up of a knowledge of the city among the various 
groups which is so sadly lacking at the present time. 
An intelligent public opinion would be created which 
would support government activities when right and 


December, 1940 


oppose them when wrong. The group would co- 
operate with local government. Further coopera- 
tion could be had by securing the assistance of 
various government agencies whose personnel would 
be valuable in carrying on this type of work. 

“The questions for consideration would be: 


. Unemployment 

. Tax delinquency 

New methods of taxation 

. The mortgage situation 

. The condition of housing in the various sec- 
tions of the city and its suitability for re- 
habilitation 

. Analysis of the local zoning and building 
codes and their effect upon the city’s growth 

. The problems of the acquisition and redevel- 
lopment of land 

Existing and necessary legislation 

. Financing—privately sponsored, 
dividend or otherwise 


limited 


“It is suggested that the various Committees of 
The Institute join in the preparation of a basic pro- 
gram as outlined above for presentation to the Con- 
vention in May with the purpose in view of adopt- 
ing the program as a continuing policy of The 
American Institute of Architects.” 

(6) The Board reviewed and modified the budget 
and the appropriations for 1941. 

In connection with this budget there was a gen- 
eral discussion of the work to be done in 1941 to 
continue the efforts on the national defense program, 
and the lack of Institute funds to continue any such 
program. Funds must be raised from the profession 
at large to make up the deficit in funds for carry- 
ing on the defense program work during 1940 and 
to cover the work proposed for 1941 to induce the 
Federal Departments to permit the architects of 
the United States to participate in Federal work to 
the extent of their capacities. The Treasurer was 
authorized to request contributions from members 
and from non-members of The Institute for those 
purposes. 


(7) The Board discussed the program for the 
1941 Convention in the Yosemite Valley, California, 
leaving the details to be developed by The Executive 
Committee. 
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Statement Concerning Publication of Architects’ Works, 
With Advertisements 


N his Message last March, The President dis- 
cussed “Personal Publicity of the Architect”. 
He set out the danger that such personal advertising 
might be not to the best interests of the profession 
if it left with the public the impression that the 
architect was conducting a commercial enterprise 
in a commercial manner and not a professional office. 
He said: 

“The public senses quickly the distinction between 
commercial and professional practice and is keenly 
aware that the services rendered by the professional 
man differ in character from those of a commercial 
enterprise. There is no doubt that architectural 
publicity which smacks of commercialism breaks 
down the public’s fine conception of professional con- 
duct and professional practice. That is unfortunate 
for the profession, but the harm goes further, for the 
commercialized publicity of architects and their 
works leads the public naturally to expect the archi- 
tects to compete with each other on the commercial 
basis of sketches, drawings, and fees. Decidedly, 
such publicity is not to the best interests of either 
the profession or the public.” 

Closing the article The President called attention 
to the many times since 1917 The Board had called 
attention that the issuance, by members, of profes- 
sional treatises or monographs of their work in the 
form of books or pamphlets either privately printed 
or published through regular channels supported by 
advertising, was contrary to the spirit of the Canon 
of Ethics. 

The present Board, in response to requests of 
members, re-stated the position of The Institute 
with respect to such advertising, in the Statement 
that is published below. Members should read the 
Statement carefully and be guided thereby. 


STATEMENT 


Each member of The Institute is solely respon- 
sible for maintaining his professional integrity, and 
that integrity is so fundamental that even the appear- 
ance of impropriety may make it suspect. The mem- 
ber should be certain that he is not beholden directly, 
indirectly, or by implication, first, to anyone with 


whom he has to deal on behalf of his clients and 
second, in any way that might compromise his 
fairness and judgment. 

In no matter is it necessary for him to protect his 
professional standing more meticulously than in the 
publication of illustrations and descriptions of his 
works, 

Calling the attention of the public to the works 
of an architect is commendable and The Institute has 
always advocated that. It can be done effectively 
without being obtrusive or ostentatious or without 
the qualities that distinguish the publicity of pro- 
fessional men from the publicity used for selling 
the wares of industry and business. ‘These quali- 
ties are evidenced by the nature of the publicity, 
by the manner in which it is presented, and at whose 
expense it is, or has the appearance of being, issued. 

Architects particularly aspire to have illustrations 
and descriptions of their works published in mono- 
graph form but few of them feel they can afford to 
pay the expenses of publication, and unless the 
architect’s work is distinguished enough to be of 
general interest, the subscriber market for such pub- 
lications is so limited that publishers will not under- 
take them unless they can be insured against loss. 
Advertisers provide that insurance. 

The only advertisers whom the publishers may 
hope to interest in an architectural monograph are 
the contractors and the sub-contractors who fur- 
nished labor or materials for the buildings designed 
by the architect or architects whose work is illus- 
trated in the monograph, or those who hope to be 
favorably considered by them for their future work. 

Whatever may be said or offered to induce the 
architect to allow illustrations of his work to be 
published along with such advertisements, the adver- 
tisements cannot be other than good-will gestures 
contributed in appreciation of past associations or 
in the hope of future ones, or both. 

Under any circumstances, there is a clear impli- 
cation that the advertisers will be regarded with 
special favor by the architect, and the implication 
is not lessened if the architect accepts free copies of 
the publication, which he may use in persuading 
prospective clients. 
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It seems self-evident that the publication of archi- 
tect’s work in a manner that will give rise to any 
such implication is inimical to the best interests of 
the profession, and The Institute has consistently 
and repeatedly said so for nearly a quarter century. 

As long ago as 1918 the convention of The Insti- 
tute adopted as a principle of practice that, “The 
issuance by an architect of a professional treatise 
or a monograph of his work, in the form of a book 
or pamphlet, which is supported by advertisements, 
whether privately printed or published through reg- 
ular channels, tends to lower the dignity and stand- 
ing of the profession and is to be condemned.” The 
scope of this principle was extended later to include 
cases “where the works of two or more architects 
have been combined in the same volume.” 

The meaning of this convention action was clear, 
and the principle has been consistently restated many 
times by The Board. Yet members now and then 
are forgetful or careless and hazard their Institute 
status by countenancing and permitting publication 
of their work under the prescribed circumstances. 
The Board has epitomized the pertinent convention 
actions and Board rulings on this phase of archi- 
tects’ publicity in an interpretation of the provisions 
of The Standards of Practice that apply to the case. 
That interpretation which thereby becomes a Rule 
of The Board supplementary to the Standards, is as 
follows: 

“(a) A member who permits or sanctions the 
publication of illustrations or descriptions of his 
work in any publication containing advertisements 
relating either to the production, distribution, 
sale or handling of building materials or the 
construction of buildings, other than in a publica- 
tion having a frequent and general circulation 
which contains matters of general interest and ad- 
vertisements not related particularly or primarily 
to his work; and 
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(b) A member who takes part or gives any assist- 
ance, directly or indirectly, in obtaining adver- 
tisements or other support from anyone interested 
in building materials towards meeting the expense 
of any publication illustrating the member’s work 
or permits others to solicit any such advertisements 
or other support in his behalf, or accepts or takes 
directly or indirectly, other than through purchase, 
copies of any publication containing illustrations 
or descriptions of his work and advertisement, 


shall be deemed to have accepted a valuable con- 
sideration in connection with his practice from 
others than his clients and to have placed himself 
in a position which may tend to discredit his free- 
dom to act impartially and independently in the best 
interest of those who depend on his judgments and 
acts and to have acted detrimentally to the best 
interests of the profession and thereby has deviated 
from the Standards of Practice of The Institute set 
out in paragraphs (g) and (1) of section 8 of Part 
I of said Standards.” 


The warning of this interpretation seems plain 
that a member is not maintaining the integrity of 
his position if he permits illustrations or descrip- 
tions of his work to be shown in a publication, the 
publishers of which, or others, use or depend upon 
the name of the member, or his influence, or illus- 
trations or descriptions of his work, as a basis, 
directly or otherwise, for obtaining paid advertise- 
ments which will defray in part or in whole the 
expenses of the publication, from contractors or 
others who furnish labor or materials for the work 
illustrated or described, or who would like to do 
so on subsequent work of the architect. Nor will 
the member relieve himself of responsibility in the 
matter by attempting to divide the responsibility for 
such advertising with the publisher, or anyone. 
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Rules of The Board Interpreting the Standards of Practice 


HE Board of Directors, under authority of 
Chapter XIII, article 1, section 3, paragraph 
(c) of the By-laws of The Institute, from time to 
time makes interpretations of The Standards of 
Practice, each of which thereby becomes a Rule of 
The Board supplementing the Standards of Practice. 
Each such rule is published with the Standards 
and once in THe OcTAGON for the guidance of the 
members. 


SP 1. General Rule. A member who, in good 
faith, charges another architect with deviation from 
the Standards of Practice, is acting to preserve the 
high standing of the profession and cannot be held 
guilty on that account of unprofessional conduct. 


(B-12-40) 


SP 2. It shall be deemed to be a deviation from 
paragraphs (a) and (I of section 8 of Part I of 
the Standards of Practice and an act not to the best 
interest of The Institute and the profession of archi- 
tecture if the member 


(a) Continues or offers to continue, after he has 
introduced to a prospective client the service which 
he is qualified to perform, the performance of such 
service without adequate compensation, except under 
justifiable circumstances or on account of previous 


professional relations. (B-12-40) 

SP 3. It shall be deemed to be a deviation from 
paragraphs (b) and (1) of Section 8 of Part I of 
the Standards of Practice and an act not to the 
best interest of The Institute and the profession of 
architecture if the member 

(a) takes or accepts a commission as architect 
for any project for which another architect has 
been previously employed, until the employment of 
the other architect has been definitely terminated. 
(B-12-40) 

SP 4. It shall be deemed to be a deviation from 
paragraphs (k) and (1) of Section 8 of Part I of 
the Standards of Practice and an act not to the 
best interest of The Institute and the profession of 
architecture if the member 

(a) Accepts or attempts to obtain, directly or 
indirectly, engagement as architect for a project for 


which an architectural competition is in progress 
or for which one has been held and he was the pro- 
fessional adviser or a member of the jury of awards 
of that competition. (B-12-40) 

(b) Takes part as a competitor, professional 
adviser, or juror in any architectural competition 
the program of which has not been approved by 
The Institute, unless the competition is of a minor 
character which neither leads to a construction 
project nor has been disapproved by The Institute. 
(B-12-40) 

(c) Takes part in an architectural competition 
of minor character not leading to the construction 
of a building, if such competition has been disap- 
proved by The Institute. (B-12-40) 

(d) Acts as professional adviser for an architec- 
tural competition after it has been determined that 
the program will not receive the approval of The 
Institute. (B-12-40) 

(e) Attempts, directly or indirectly, to influence 
the making of any award in an architectural com- 
petition unless he is acting as a member of the jury 
of awards of the competition. (B-12-40) 

(t) Submits in any architectural competition any 
design or other matter that has not been made by 
him or under his personal direction. (B-12-40) 

(g) Intentionally violates any term, condition, or 
provision of an architectural competition. (B-12-40) 


SP 5. It shall be deemed to be a deviation from 
paragraphs (g) and (I) of section 8 of Part I of 
the Standards of Practice and an act not to the 
best interest of The Institute and the profession of 
architecture if the member 


(a) Permits or sanctions the publication of illus- 
trations or descriptions of his work in any publica- 
tion containing advertisements relating either to the 
production, distribution, sale or handling of building 
materials or the construction of buildings, other than 
in a publication having a frequent and general cir- 
culation which contains matters of general interest 
and advertisements not related particularly or 
primarily to his work. (B-12-40) 


(b) Takes part or gives any assistance, directly 
or indirectly, in obtaining advertisements or other 
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support from anyone interested in building materials 
towards meeting the expense of any publication illus- 
trating the member’s work or permits others to 
solicit any such advertisements or other support in 
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his behalf, or accepts or takes, directly or indirectly, 
other than through purchase, copies of any publica- 
tion containing illustrations or descriptions of his 
work and advertisements. (B-12-40) 


Fees For Landscape Architects’ Services 


A STATEMENT BY THE Boarp OF TRUSTEES OF 
Tue AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 


N the broad principle that it is distinctly inimi- 

cal to any profession for its members to request 

bids on fees for professional services of members of 

another profession, and equally inimical to attempt 

to procure professional employment on any basis 

other than that of competence and experience, the 

Trustees of the ASLA condemn such practice in this 
Society. 

If the landscape architect is to proceed in a way 
which furthers and advances the best interests of 
his profession, no representative of this professional 
group should adopt a competitive price procedure 
as being desirable for those who wish to practice 
on a proper professional basis. Such action will lead 
to a kind of competition which is highly destructive 
of good professional practice, with the resulting 


rapid decay of the quality of services rendered. 

If the employment of professional services in 
landscape architecture is to be based upon competi- 
tive bidding, the landscape architecture of housing 
will fall to a very low state. 

The Board of Trustees are endeavoring to secure 
information as to the names of all landscape archi- 
tects who are procuring work on any government 
project as a result of requests to submit bids for 
landscape services, and also the names of all projects 
on which such bids for professional landscape serv- 
ices are requested or submitted. 

(Quoted from “Landscape Architecture”, Vol. 
XXX, No. 3, Page 7.) 

The Institute subscribes completely to the pro- 
fessional principles set forth in the above statement. 


Members Elected Effective December 7, 1940 


Name 
Ludwig Karl Hilberseimer 
Walter Peterhans 
Tohn Barney Rodgers 
George Bickford Brigham, Jr. 
Arthur Neal Robinson, Jr. 


Chapter Name 

MONTANA Ralph Henry Cushing 
Everett O. Terrell 

A. G. Jan Ruhtenberg 


Walter H. Poole 


* Re-elected. 


With the Chapters 


News Notes FROM CHAPTER OFFICERS 


Cincinnati, 

The November meeting was the Annual Archi- 
tects’ Water Color Club Meeting and was held in 
the Hall of the Real Estate Board of Hammond 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. There were twenty 
members present, and as is the usual case, the group 
included members of the Cincinnati Chapter, the 
Architects Society of Ohio, the Architectural Club 
of Cincinnati, landscape architects and engineers. 


Chapter president Roth, after a few introduc- 
tory remarks concerning an exhibit which had been 
arranged over fifty years ago in Cincinnati at the 
instance of the famed “consolidation” Convention, 
turned the meeting over to Mr. John Zettle who 
was one of the men who worked on the arranging 
of the national exhibit at that time. Mr. Zettle in 
presiding gave an account of the interesting experi- 
ences of the original Cincinnati Architectural Sketch 
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Club back in 1889, and for fear that he had forgot- 
ten many of the incidents, called upon three other 
members of that club whom he gathered for the 
meeting. These men were Mr. Edward Burke, 
Mr. Louis Dittoe, of Cincinnati, and Mr. Bernard 
T. Wisenall of Covington, Kentucky. 

The water colors, pencil sketches, lithos, etc., 
were hung about the wall, and under Mr. Zettle’s 
critical leadership, the authors of the works were 
caused to explain and defend their efforts. Out- 
standing among the exhibits were the numerous 
lithographs of scenes in Quebec made by Mr. Fred 
W. Garber and an interesting set of water colors 
made in Mexico by Mr. Zettle. Discussions of these 
works grew into very interesting travelogue. 

At the conclusion of the inspection of the sketches 
hung, Mr. Wisenall and Mr. Dittoe exhibited cata- 
logues displaying the work which had been collected 
from distant points of the country for that exhibit 
in 1889. Pen and ink sketches of such famed de- 
lineators as Kirby, Railton, C. Howard Walker, 
Bragdon, Gregg, Maginnis and many others drew 
great attention from the members present. It was 
indeed a pleasure to view again the delightful pen 
and ink techniques employed in architectural de- 
lineation in those days and it was with a slight de- 
gree of sorrow at the disappearance of ability in 
such media that the group left the discussion of the 
evening to partake of beer and sandwiches before 
departing for home. 

Geo. F. Rorn, Jr., President 
Florida Central. 

The Chapter held its regular meeting at the 
Offices of Norman F. Six, in Tampa, on December 
14. This meeting was preceeded, as usual, by a 
meeting of the Chapter’s Executive Committee. 

Elliott B. Hadley, member of the Chapter, was 
re-elected president of the Florida Association of 
Architects, and Archie G. Parish, also of the Chap- 
ter, was re-elected District Director at the Annual 
Convention held Dec. 6, 7 at Hollywood Beach. 

Car N. ATKINSON, Secretary 
New York. 

The theme of the November Chapter meeting 
held after dinner at the Architectural League on 
November 25 was Publicity. Following a short 
business meeting and the presentation of certificates 
to the winners of the recent small house awards, 
President Frost turned over the meeting to Kenneth 
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Reid, Chairman of our Committee on Public Infor- 
mation. Mr. Reid then outlined his program for 
this year. He has broken down this subject into 
component parts and has assigned each part to an 
individual member of the committee. This mem- 
ber acts as a sub-chairman and is given the privilege 
of inviting any two members of the Chapter to 
assist him. “To a man,” commented Mr. Reid 
after announcing the scope of work he had laid out, 
“my committeemen have complained that I have 
outlined for them full time jobs.” 

The subdivisions and their chairmen are: Edu- 
cational Movies—Wesley S. Bessell; Talks to 
Schools—Albert G. Clay; Radio—Don E. Hatch; 
Talks Before Clubs—Eleanor Pepper; Newspapers 
— Kenneth Reid; Trade Publications—Henry H. 
Saylor; Exhibits—Spencer R. Smith; Lay Maga- 
zines—Joseph D. Weiss. 

As a stimulus to discussion Mr. Reid read a few 
of these outlines. A dozen members responded in 
rapid succession in one of the most spontaneous vol- 
leys touched off recently. All present regretted the 
early adjournment enforced by the approaching 
hour of the CBS broadcast. 

The sole business matter before the meeting was 
a vote on relinquishing from the jurisdiction of our 
Chapter the island of Porto Rico. A motion was 
made, carried and seconded to release this territory 
in the event that application is made by the archi- 
tects of Porto Rico for a local Institute chapter. 

President Frost introduced two new members 
who were present. They are Don Graf and Ernest 
Payer, a former Associate. 


Utah. 

Fred L. Markham was elected president of the 
Utah chapter, December 4, 1940. 

Chosen to serve as vice president with Mr. Mark- 
ham was William E. Nelson, Mr. Nelson is the out- 
going secretary-treasurer. 

Paul K. Evans was named secretary-treasurer 
and Lorenzo S. Young was elected to the executive 
committee. 

The chapter decided to sponsor a lecture in Salt 
Lake City, about January 15 by Jan Reiner, 
Czecho-Slovakian Architect, who is on a lecture 
tour of the United States. Mr. Reiner’s subject 
will be “The City Yesterday and Tomorrow.” 

WX. E. Nason, Secretary 
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